”If you were to die tonight, Where would you go?” For this world’s not my home, I’m just passing through…    Yet in judgments like Noah’s, the faithful are the ones “left” behind on earth  (Matt. 24:37-41)!
Does the Bible say that we will Go to ‘Heaven’ or ‘Hell’? 
It is popular to say that our purpose on earth is to decide our destiny after death,  when we will  go to either ‘heaven’ or ‘hell.’  But it appears the Bible never speaks this way about going to another place!

Heaven’s common meanings:   1. The sky above (Ps. 19:1; Gen. 2:1; Mt. 5:18).     2. A synonym for ‘God.’ (To “sin against heaven” means to sin against God:  Luke 15:21; 20:4).       3. The sphere in which God dwells     (1 Kgs. 8:30; Dt. 26:15; Mt. 23:9).   So our treasure and identity are secure there  (Mt. 6:20f; Phil. 3:20; 1 Pet. 1:4).    It’s where God’s will is done (Mt. 6:9f; 7:21; thus ‘heaven’ is on earth as we do his will, but not a place we go).

God’s prophets had promised for all an age of peace, justice, feasts, new hearts & knowing God with no death (Isa. 25: 6-8; 11:1-9: 65:17-25; Mic. 4:1-5).   After the “Day of the Lord,” this renewal will arrive on the “new earth” (Isa. 66:22).  So, “we look forward to a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Pet. 3:13).  

Jesus emphasizes this Biblical hope in his main theme  that what matters is to share in “God’s kingdom.”   On a redeemed earth, we’ll enter into this future kingdom (Lk. 11:2; 13:29; 19:11; 23:18).  Jesus adds that we can partially experience God’s kingdom rule now (Lk. 17:21; 12:32; Mt. 5:3; 12:28).  But the thief on the cross thus asks to take part when Jesus’ “kingdom” comes, rather than to go to ‘heaven’ when he dies (Lk. 23:42).  

Receiving “in the age to come eternal life” (and life in ‘this age’)  is the same promise as the “kingdom” (Lk. 18:29f; cf. :25; Mt. 25:34 & 46).  Jesus’ term, “eternal life,” literally means this “life of the coming age” (aionios = ‘pertaining to the age’ to come, not endless:  Cf. Heb. 6:5; Col. 1:26; Jon. 2:6; Isa. 32:14,15).  But again,     as with God’s kingdom, even now we can taste this quality (of the life of the coming age: Jn. 5:24; 3:36; 17:3).           
Hell - Jesus’ meaning:   On 4 occasions Jesus singularly used the word now translated ‘hell’ (Gehenna: Matt. 5:22,29f; 10:28; 18:6-9; 23:15,33).   It is literally the name of Hinnom Valley outside Jerusalem (famous as the place where God had brought judgment for Jews rejecting his instruction and sacrificing children in fire there: Jer. 7:31-33).   So Jesus used the same warnings as Jeremiah, fulfilled in Babylon’s fiery siege of Jersualem

(7:11,14,20; 19; 32:29,33; Isa. 66:22f).    Jesus warns that again Jews will be put in Hinnom Valley,  this time by Rome’s army, which was fulfilled in 70 AD when they threw their bodies into its’ fire (Jewish Wars 5:12.3-4).

‘Gehenna’ was never defined as endless.   Jesus had emphasized Israel’s call to be the world’s light and to love her pagan enemies (Mt. 5:14,38-48).   He warned that responding to Rome with more violence will bring a fiery siege of “coming wrath” (Lk. 21:20-24,32-24; 19:41-44; Mt. 26:52; 3:7).   So Jesus’ ‘hell’ warned, not unbelievers, but the devout who rejected his teaching about peace.    Those thrown into Gehenna’s “darkness” are “subjects of the kingdom,”  Jews who resisted his teaching  (Mt. 8:12;  see my ppr: Gehenna).

The O.T. indicates no place of punishment after death;  its’ warnings of God’s wrath refer to this world.  After the resurrection,  the N.T. does have many pictures of God’s ability to deal with us beyond death (even for believers: Rom. 11:22; Heb. 10:26-31; 1 Cor. 6:9; Mk. 9:48f).   But it does not use the word ‘hell’ for   a place we go after death.   The consequences that we face in this world remain the emphasis in God’s judgment.   As in Isaiah, even Revelation’s symbols of a “lake of burning sulfur” and a Heavenly City with open gates are placed “down” on earth  where outsiders remain invited to enter  (Rev. 21:1-4; 20:9f).
Conclusion:   We are “with” Him in death (Phil. 1:23).   Yet, 1 Cor. 15’s promise is  not having a soul that survives death in ‘heaven,’ but the ‘resurrection’ of a ‘body’ fit for an earthly kingdom when God will be “all in all” (28).   For God’s focus is blessing us here,  and renewing this creation as our home  (Rom. 8:21).

And when asked, “What must I do to enter eternal life” (or the Kingdom),  Jesus regularly cites Scripture’s requirement that we obey God’s commands.  Eternal life & judgment always hangs on following his way of peace & loving outsiders (Mt. 19:16f; 5:20; 25:34-40; Lk. 10:25-28; Rom. 2:13).   So it is following his teaching in this present world  that assures us of  “life,” and avoiding the coming ‘pruning.’    Then, we can enjoy heaven’s “treasure” now (Lk. 12:32f; 18:22), and live in the hope that one day it will be complete (1 Cor. 13:12).  

