What is the meaning of the Bible’s word: “DESTRUCTION”?

For in Phil. 1:28, our manner of life is to be a sign to the unrepentant that they will be “destroyed.”

Similarly, in 2 Thes. 1:9, Jesus’ fiery presence bring enemies’ “eternal destruction.”   Compare Matthew 7:13, “Broad is the way that leads to destruction.”  Rom. 6:23, “The wages of sin is death.”      (2 Pet. 2:1; 1 Tim. 6:9)
Destruction comes from the verb (apollumi):  to destroy, kill, ruin, or cause to perish, die, or be lost.

So!   Does this definitive loss describe our concept that people who don’t accept our beliefs will face    a ‘final’ judgment and damnation that involves a hopeless and endless torment, lostness, or oblivion?  It appears so.  “Destroyed” appears to be the opposite of “saved.”

But do we then conclude that God “loves” all people, yet ultimately will irretrievably “destroy” them?  Or, does such a tension require  either that God’s gracious “love” to them is temporary & conditional, or that “destruction” actually does not describe God’s ‘final’ action toward all those whom He loves?
An Argument for a more heretical Alternative

1.   In truth, this term, destruction, is often not used for a ‘final’ or hopeless “perishing.”   For example,       in Luke 15:4,24, Jesus promises that it is precisely those who have “been lost”  (lit. “have perished”), whom God will pursue “until He finds them.”   In Luke 19:10, God seeks those who “have perished.”

2. In truth, our salvation requires a real “destruction” or death!   For example, in Romans 6:6,7,            “the body ruled by sin” must be destroyed (done away with), so that we become “one who has died” to sin.  Romans 7:9-11 adds that Paul’s own salvation required him being “put to death.”

This design is made clear in 1 Corinthians 5:5.  On a man with a sin worse than pagans(!),                 God will bring the “destruction of the flesh,” by delivering him to Satan!

Such a harshly worded and punishing judgment does not sound to us as at all redemptive or hopeful.  Nevertheless, Paul makes it clear here that God’s purpose in this “destruction” is to “save his spirit!”

For “flesh” refers not to annihilation of the person or his body,  but to a severe destruction of his “sin nature” (NIV).  Thus, Paul means that experiencing the evil afflictions of the world will draw the rebel to repentance.     (Similarly in 2 Corinthians 12:1-10, Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” refers to God’s use                    of the “torment” of “a messenger of Satan”  in order to remove his “conceit” and to “perfect” Paul!)

For in Scripture, the “fire” of God that brings destructive judgment is regularly revealed                         as a “refiner’s fire”  that is necessary in purifying sinners.   In 2 Corinthians, 3:5, we can                     even be those  who “will be saved, as one escaping through the flames.”

Romans 9:22,23 explains that it is precisely God’s destructive severity which will change “objects of His wrath-made for destruction” (which certainly sounds hopelessly final)  into “vessels of mercy.”   The truth is that we all are by nature “objects of God’s wrath” (Eph. 2:3).  But Rom. 11:1-32 explains why we will one day be able to celebrate that we became qualified to be recipients of God’s mercy (31,32).  It won’t be that we had a superior insight, will, or goodness of heart,  but because of God’s actions toward us,  which will prove to be gracious in saving us,  even when they seem to be severe or destructive (Compare vss. 7-10, 22 and 11f,15,26,36).

My perception:     Even the strongest references to judgment and “destruction” like those at the top,         do not require that in the end God will have ‘destroyed’ or cut off from His love any of the offspring He has made in His image.   They can agree with the Bible’s teaching that His love never fails, and that it’s actually God’s love that brings the wrath and “destruction” that will lead to making us whole.

