     ( Check:   Which Beliefs do you think a Biblical Christian must not reject?
(  1.  For some sinners  God’s program will end with no hope or reconciliation.  
For example Jesus’ stories:    Matthew 25:32,46   “…A shepherd separates the sheep from the goats…                                                      

                     (Those not feeding the hungry) will go to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

Mark 9:44-49  “It is better to enter life by maiming yourself, than with two hands to go into hell where the fire never goes out… Everyone will be salted with fire!”  Matthew 5:22  “Anyone who says, ‘you fool,’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.                                            23:17,33   To the Teachers of God’s Law:  “You blind fools…  How will you escape being condemned to hell?”

Malachi 3:2  “Who can endure…?  For the Lord will be like a Refiner’s Fire!”

Revelation 20:14f  “All were judged according to what they’d done…  all whose names were not found in the book of life were thrown in the lake of fire.     14:10  “The nations will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the Lamb.”

2 Thessalonians 1:9  Enemies “will be punished with eternal destruction (lit.) from the presence of the Lord” (cf.Phil. 1:28).                                                       

Ephesians 5:5  “No impure person or one who is covetous has any inheritance in the Kingdom of God.”                     

                         Hebrews 9:27   “Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment!”    
(  2.  God’s power is effective to ultimately accomplish all His saving purposes.  

Ephesians 1:11  God “works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will.”                                               

Isaiah 46:10  “My purpose will stand, and I will accomplish all  that I please… I will bring it about”                                 

Job 42:2  “I know that You can do all things; no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.” 

Jeremiah 32:26   “I am the Lord of the whole human race.   Is anything too hard for Me?”                                                   

Proverbs 21:1  A man’s “heart is a channel of water that God directs wherever He pleases” (Cf. 16:9, 19:21).                                             

John 6:37  “All whom the Father gives me will come to me.”       “God saves the impossible” (Lk. 18:26f).                                                                                          
      12:32  “I will draw all people to myself”  (“draw” is literally ‘drag:’  Cf. 21:11; Acts 16:19).
Romans 9:11,16,19   “Before Jacob and Esau had done anything—in order that God’s promise in election might stand… Rebekah was told, ‘The older will serve the younger’…   For God’s compassion “does not depend on man’s will or effort, but on God’s mercy…    You will say… ‘Then who is able to resist His will?’  But who are you to talk back to God?” 

Luke 15:4,8   Jesus assured us that the God, whose love and mercy  ‘never fails,’  seeks the lost “until  they are found!”  

(  3.  God’s redeeming love desires & purposes to reconcile all sinners to himself.                               
Isaiah 25:7f  “God will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples…The sovereign Lord will wipe the tears from all faces.”

1 Timothy 2:3-6   God our Savior wants all people to be saved… For Jesus gave himself as a ransom for all men.”              

                 4:10   Indeed, “God is  the Savior of all men…”    

2 Peter 3:9  God is “not willing that anyone perish, but (wills instead) that all come to repentance.”

1 John 2:2  Thus He “propitiated the sins of the whole  world” and “was reconciling the world to Himself” (2 Cor. 5:19).

1 John 4:8  “God is love.”    John 3:16  “For God so loved the world…”    Lam. 3:22,31  “The stedfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never fail…  For people are not cast off by the Lord forever…” (cf. Psalm 136; 139:7f; 1 Cor. 13:8) 
Colossians 1:20  “God reconciles all things to Himself by making peace by his blood shed on the cross.” (Phil. 2:10f; 3:21a) Rev. 5:13 (15:4) So the climax: “Every creature in heaven, on earth and under the earth saying, To the Lamb be praise…”

Romans 11:32  “For God has bound everyone over to disobedience  so that he may have mercy on all of them.”     5:18,19  “Just as Adam’s trespass led to condemnation for all men, so Christ’s act of righteous leads to justification     that brings life for all men….  (who thus) will be made righteous”  (Cf. 8:19-23).
1 Corinthians 15:22,28  “For as in Adam all die, so in Christ (the parallel) all will be made alive…                                     “For when everything is subjected to Christ…  (it’s so) that God may be everything in everyone (all in  all)!”

Did you find 1, 2, or 3 o.k. to reject?  The Bible can appear to strongly support all three!  But every Christian tradition sees that one must be rejected.  For if both 2 and 3 are true (i.e. God wills to save all  and accomplishes his purposes),  then #1 (God’s program ends in damnation) can’t also be true. 

Countless evangelicals are convinced that any one of these is a Bible truth  that’s crucial & clear. 

About half follow the main Bible teachers of the Protestant Reformation, and see its’ central theme is #2:  that God’s sovereign power and grace fully account for why we can be assuredly saved, since God overcomes our resistant unbelief.    But they reject #3, believing that in order to maximize His glory, God chooses to place his redemptive love and salvation only upon some undeserving sinners.   

Yet,  a majority (Arminians)  see #3 as the Bible’s main theme:  God’s universal love and pursuit of saving all.   But they reject #2,  believing that human freedom means that God is thwarted forever from achieving His redemptive aim.   Thus, both evangelical interpretations agree only on #1:    that God’s plan ends  without His love and power victoriously overcoming humanity’s sin.

But is it justified to reject either affirmation #2 or #3  that appear plain & paramount to millions of Bible believers?    Many Bible teachers in the early church  perceived that God’s love and power would triumph in being able to ultimately bring all to true repentance & reconciliation.   Rare today, this view alone finds both themes emphasized by evangelicals to be compelling central Bible truths.  

This does make #1 a conclusion to be examined:  that for much of God’s offspring and creation,  His wrath will dominate the final reality, and His love and grace will not in fact prove to be greater than sin.   For instead they observed that the Bible never called God’s judgments hopeless or ‘final,’ but rather often appears to promise the ultimate reconciliation of all.     Thus, they concluded that     God has the ability to bring the genuine faith & change  that is essential to His redemptive purpose.   Since our deepest need can only be met in the God who designed us, they believed that no one can forever sanely resist or defeat the unlimited resources of his redemptive love, power, & enablement.  

It’s not heretical to graciously accept those who deny #2 or #3: God’s ability to successfully save those He seeks,  or that God redemptively loves everyone!   But should we conclude it is heretical to affirm both of these historic beliefs?    Why should questioning #1  be worse than denying #2 or #3?  

And what else are those who find the Bible doesn’t limit God’s effective power, nor his love, to do?

It appears to hang on whether the passages suggesting #1’s permanent damnation are stronger        or weaker  than those supporting #2 and #3.   Is it possible that denying 2 or 3 involves rejecting       the clearest affirmations of Scripture?     For it appears that “hell” is mostly defined in parables     and passages full of symbolism and hyperbole whose language is difficult to interpret.    But the themes of #2 and #3  are set forth in systematic teaching passages  with the plainest language.  

Possible Questions:   Which two beliefs may best safeguard the Bible’s affirmations about God?   

Is limiting God’s power or love  less serious  than doubting His ability or will to ultimately rescue blinded sinners out of judgment?    May it be that dismissing either #2 or #3  would most diminish God’s glorious character & victory?   Or, might we at least affirm that the most charitable approach for Christians  would be to welcome all who sincerely believe any two of these three affirmations? 
