AN INTRODUCTION TO EVANGELICAL UNIVERSALISM

Definition:  The biblical belief that, in the end, God will reconcile everyone to himself,
through Christ’s atoning work.
Some key verses

Against EU





For EU

Rom 9.22-23





Rom 11.28-36
Matt 25: 31 – 46




1 Cor 15: 21 - 28
Luke 16: 19 – 31




Col 1: 15 - 20
2 Thess 1: 6 – 10




1 Tim 2: 3 – 6; 4: 10

Rev 14: 9 – 11





Rev 5: 11 - 13
Rev 20: 10-15





Matt 5: 43 – 48
Objections






Advantages

So why did Jesus die?





Helps address theodicy
Why bother with discipleship?




God can be trusted and worshipped
Why bother with evangelism?




Coherence of Christian theology
So sin isn’t that serious?





Better news for the world
A heresy?






Pastorally, we can offer hope
Post-mortem repentance?




More evangelical than alternatives
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The Big Picture

· Biblical narrative, moves from Creation to Restoration and Reconciliation

· A gracious, merciful, loving God

· Refining, Purifying Fire (Isa 1.25 etc)

· God destroys enemies by making them into friends eg Saul>Paul

· ‘God is light and in him is no darkness at all’ 1 John 4:16

· God’s mercy and justice working together as one
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Scripture says 1 God wants to save us all (2 Pet 3:9; 1 Tim 2:4;  Ezek 33:11) and 2 that he will achieve all his purposes (Eph 1:11;  Isa 55:10–11) BUT 3 scripture also says some will be damned for ever (Matt 25:46;  2 Thess 1:9;  Eph 5:5).  The three teachings don’t match, so  christian thinkers must reject one or other of them.  e.g. Calvinists believe God saves the ‘elect’ only, so they reject 1. Arminians believe God is defeated by free will so they reject 2. Universalists believe that hell will ultimately be empty so they reject 3. ALL THREE schools have contrary biblical texts to explain.  
In conclusion, hold in your mind traditional Christian visions of the future, where much of humanity is excluded from salvation forever.  Contrast this with a vision of a loving God, redeeming the whole of creation.... 




from Macdonald, 2008
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