Universalistic Texts
The following is a list of several texts that affirm the salvation of all humanity.  It is certainly not exhaustive, nor is it meant to be a list of proof-texts for I realize that each passage should be interpreted individually based on its unique context and different groups interpret them differently based on their various theological assumptions.  Most Christians believe in the “Certainty of Damnation for some (if not most) of humanity” and therefore cannot accept that these verses actually speak of the salvation of all humanity.  They might have faith for their own salvation, but they do not have faith for the salvation of “others” but for the damnation of “others”.  
Calvinists interpret these passages to refer to a “Certain-to-be-realized Salvation” because God is Sovereign and chooses whom to love and whom to hate; this salvation is Not applicable to all humanity, but only the elect – because some people are “Certainly Lost”.  God does not love “All Humanity”.  The foundation of Calvinism is the Sovereignty of God.
Arminians interpret these passages to refer to All Humanity because God loves All Humanity, but the salvation spoken of is only “Potential Salvation” NOT “Certain-to-be-Realized Salvation” because man has a Free-will, is ultimately sovereign over his eternal destiny, and because some people are “Certainly Lost”.  The foundation of Armenianism is the Sovereignty of Man.
It is significant to note that what Calvinists and Arminians share is their faith that some people are "Certainly Lost".  They disagree concerning the essence of salvation, the sovereignty of God, and the Free-will (Autonomy) of man because they agree on the essence of damnation—that some are “Certainly Lost”.  In other words, their "shared faith" is not in "salvation" but in "damnation".  Amazing!
Universalists accept these passages as referring to a “Certain-to-be-Realized Salvation” that is applicable to “All Humanity”, because God is Sovereign (Calvin’s foundational truth) and God loves All Humanity (Arminian’s foundational truth).  Salvation is thus by grace for all humanity and none are lost.  Some will accept this salvation in this life, though many, if not most, will not accept this salvation until the afterlife.  Punishment in the eternal, in the afterlife, is not "endless and vindictive"; rather, it is just, merciful, and remedial – the chastisement of the Lord!  The Lord chastises those whom He loves.  Thus Universalists agree with both foundational assumptions of Calvinists and Arminian’s concerning salvation, but disagree with them on the nature and purpose of punishment in the afterlife.  
Ps. 22:27-31
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall worship before him. For dominion belongs to the LORD, and God rules over the nations. To God, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall bow all who go down to the dust and I shall live for God.

Isaiah 25:6-8. "And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things...And He will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the veil spread over all nations. He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of His people shall He take away from off all the earth."

6 On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare 
 a feast of rich food for all peoples, 
 a banquet of aged wine— 
 the best of meats and the finest of wines. 

 7 On this mountain he will destroy 
 the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 
 the sheet that covers all nations; 

 8 he will swallow up death forever. 
 The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears 
 from all faces; 
 he will remove the disgrace of his people 
 from all the earth. 

Dan. 7:9-14
 9 "As I looked, 
       "thrones were set in place, 
       and the Ancient of Days took his seat. 
       His clothing was as white as snow; 
       the hair of his head was white like wool. 
       His throne was flaming with fire, 
       and its wheels were all ablaze. 

 10 A river of fire was flowing, 
       coming out from before him. 
       Thousands upon thousands attended him; 
       ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. 
       The court was seated, 
       and the books were opened. 

 11 "Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. 12 (The other beasts had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.) 

 13 "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.
Mat. 21:31 - “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.
Luke 3:6 – “All flesh shall see the salvation of God.”
John 1:9 - “The true light gives light to every man.” 
John 1:29 - the Lamb of God “takes away the sin of the world.” 
John 3:17 – Indeed God did not send ...to condemn the world, but the Son was sent to “save the world.” 
John 12:32 – Jesus, through the cross, “will draw all men” to himself. 
30Jesus said, "This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself." 33He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.
John 12:47 - Jesus came “to save” the world. 
Acts 3:21 – Jesus is in heaven “until the restoration of all things”.

Acts 3:25 – “And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

Acts 3:26 – God sent Jesus “to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities
Romans 3:23, 24 - all “are justified freely by his grace.” 
Romans 5:18 - “one act of righteousness” brings “life for all men.” 
Romans 11:32 - God “has bound all men . . . so that he may have mercy on” all of them. 
1 Corinthians 15:22 - “all will be made alive.” 
Eph. 1:8-10  - In Christ we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us.  With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
2 Corinthians 5:14 - “one died for all, and therefore all died.” 
2 Corinthians 5:19 – “In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.” 
Philippians 2:10, 11 - every tongue will “confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” 
8And being found in appearance as a man, 
      he humbled himself 
      and became obedient to death— 
           even death on a cross! 
9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
      and gave him the name that is above every name, 
   10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
      in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
   11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
         to the glory of God the Father.

1 Cor.12.3 “no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.”
Colossians 1:20 - through his Son God has reconciled “all things” to himself. 
1 Timothy 2:6 - Christ Jesus “gave himself a ransom for all men.” 
3This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time.
1 Timothy 4:10 - God “is the Savior of all men.” 
Titus 2:11 (RSV) - God's grace “has appeared for the salvation of all men.” 
Hebrews 2:9 - Jesus tasted “death for everyone.” 
1 John 2:2 - Jesus is the atoning sacrifice for our sins and “for the sins of the whole world.” 
Gen. 12:3, 22:18; Acts 3:25; Gal. 3:8.   In thee, and in thy seed, shall all the families and nations and kindreds of the earth be blessed." 
Luke 15:4 – The Good Shepherd searches for the lost sheep – “until he finds it”!  100%
Lam. 3:31 – “the Lord will not reject forever”

31 For men are not cast off 
 by the Lord forever. 

32 Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, 
 so great is his unfailing love. 

33 For he does not willingly bring affliction 
 or grief to the children of men. 

Lam. 3:22 – “His mercies never come to an end”

22 Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, 
 for his compassions never fail. 

23 They are new every morning; 
 great is your faithfulness. 

Eph. 1:10

John 3:16,17

Col. 1.20

1 jn. 2.2

Ps. 22.27

Jer. 32.37

Tit. 2.11

Jn. 1.29

Jn. 12.32

Rom. 8.1

Rom. 5.8

1 tim. 1.15-16

Lam. 3

Luk. 23 father forgive them

2 pet 3.9

2 tim. 2.4

Job 42.2

Jer. 32.16

Mal. 2 all one father

Eph 3. 14 15

Acts 17.28   we are his ofspring  -  to pagans

Acts 10.28  do not call anyone impure or unclean

Phil 2.10-11

Rom. 10:13

Rev. 5.13

Is. 54:7-8
Mal. 3:1-3 --  1 “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty. 

 2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years. 

 5 “So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive the foreigners among you of justice, but do not fear me,” says the LORD Almighty. 

Ps. 139:7-12

Where can I go from your spirit: Or where can I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night,” even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you.

Luke 23:33-34

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left.  Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”

Rom. 8:38-39

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Rev. 7:9  
Zeph. 3:8-9
8 Therefore wait for me,” 
   declares the LORD, 
   “for the day I will stand up to testify.[c] 
I have decided to assemble the nations, 
   to gather the kingdoms 
and to pour out my wrath on them— 
   all my fierce anger. 
The whole world will be consumed 
   by the fire of my jealous anger. 

9 “Then I will purify the lips of the peoples, 
   that all of them may call on the name of the LORD 
   and serve him shoulder to shoulder.
Zeph 3
8 “Therefore wait for me,” declares the LORD,
“for the day when I rise up to seize the prey.
For my decision is to gather nations,
to assemble kingdoms,
to pour out upon them my indignation,
all my burning anger;
for in the fire of my jealousy
all the earth shall be consumed. (final judgement)
9 “For at that time I will change the speech of the peoples (goyim/nations/heathen)
to a pure speech,
that all of them may call upon the name of the LORD
and serve him with one accord.
His Mercy Endures Forever – 

1 Chron. 16:34, 41,  2 Chron. 5:13, 7:3,6, 20:21, Jer. 33:11,  

Ps.57:10 – “thy mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the clouds.

Ps.77:8 – “Is his mercy clean gone forever? Doth his promise fail evermore?

Ps. 86:15 – “But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, long suffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.

Ps. 89:2 – “For I have said, Mercy shall be built up forever: thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens.

Ps.100:5 – “For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.

Ps.103:8 – “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.

Ps.106:1 – “Praise ye the Lord. O give thans unto the Lord; for he is good; for his mercy endureth forever.

Ps.107:1 – “O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy endureth forever.

Ps.108:4 – “For thy mercy is great above the heavens: and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds.

Ps.118: - “His Mercy Endureth Forever!”  vs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 29

Ps. 130:7 – “Let Israel hope in the Lord: for with the Lord there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption.

Ps.136: “for his mercy endureth forever.” Vs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26

Ps.138:8 – “The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O Lord, endureth forever: forsake not the works of thine own hands.”

Is.54:8 – “In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer.”

Micah 7:18,19 – “Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.  Once again you will have compassion on us. You will trample our sins under your feet and throw them into the depths of the ocean.”

Ps. 98
Shout to the Lord for He is coming to Judge – (to set things right according to God’s sense of justice).  He will do things right!

The reality of Judgment becomes much more SOBBERING!  I’ve given far more than I’ve received.  Restorative Justice – not only Retributive Justice.   Restorative Justice!   Judgment.
Condemned – call a spade a spade, that was evil. Your life was trash.

Ontological view – Jesus is trying to tell us the nature of things, how things are.
Rhetorical view – Jesus is trying to motivate us towards positive change, how things should be.  What’s Jesus trying to get us to do.  – to be concerned about the least of these.  How do “we” treat the poor, the hungry, the marginalized, etc.  Do we want to have a community, state or nation that treats people with respect and grace, or oppression.  
We come to church, not Salvation FROM God, but Salvation from evil.  Salvation means liberation, restoration.    Alcoholics Annonymous – To be restored to sanity is salvation from addiction.  Liberation from the fear of death.  Just as we live in the presence of a loving God we can die in the presence of a living God.  

Brian McLaren.  
Titus 3:4-7

Lamentations 3:31
31 For no one is cast off 
by the Lord forever. 

Psalm 103:9
9He will not always accuse us of wrong
or be angry with us forever.

Jeremiah 3:5
5He won’t hold a grudge forever.
He won’t always be angry.’

Isaiah 57:16 ff
16I will not accuse you forever.
I will not be angry with you forever.
Otherwise, the spirits, the lives of those I’ve made,
would grow faint in my presence.
17I was angry because of their sinful greed,
so I punished them, hid from them, and remained angry.
But they continued to be sinful.
18I’ve seen their sinful ways, but I’ll heal them.
I’ll guide them and give them rest.
I’ll comfort them and their mourners.
19I’ll create praise on their lips:
“Perfect peace to those both far and near.”
“I’ll heal them,” says the LORD.

Psalms 30:5
5His anger lasts only a moment.
His favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping may last for the night,
but there is a song of joy in the morning.

Micah 7:18,19
18 Who is a God like you, 
who pardons sin and forgives the transgression 
of the remnant of his inheritance? 
You do not stay angry forever 
but delight to show mercy. 
19 You will again have compassion on us; 
you will tread our sins underfoot 
and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.
Dr. Burton Grebin said, “The death of a child is the single most traumatic event in medicine. To lose a child is to lose a piece of yourself.”  This was possibly a personal motto, one that drove him in his care as a Pediatrician.
We can thus only imagine how incomplete, how there would be forever something missing, in a god who had lost any, much less most, of his children.  

Is. 19 -  Egypt and Assyria – punished but healed and restored by God – in that day!
