    Supplement:  SCRIPTURES (TNIV) cited in the Study:  Does the Bible reveal God Redeems All
               (The italics are Bob Wilson’s topics and added interpretations)            

PAGE 1:   (First Paragraph:  early Old Testament hints of God’s quite wide vision)

Psalm 65:2   To You all people will come.   (The context suggests what ‘all people’  refers to:)  5  God our Savior, 

the hope of all the ends of the earth.        22:27  All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations will bow before him.    29 All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust will kneel before him!  64:9 All people will fear; they will proclaim the works of God. 

66:1  Shout for joy to God, all the earth!   2  Make his praise glorious.  3  Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds!     4  All the earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, they sing the praises of your name.” 

67:1  May God be gracious to us..2 so that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations. 3 May all the peoples praise you.  4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy.    7 May God bless us, so that all the ends of the earth will fear him.      86:9 All the nations you have made will come and worship before you. 

Isaiah 25:7  On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples…  8 he will swallow up death forever.   The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces.    19:15  There is nothing Egypt can do… 16  In that day the Egyptians will become weaklings…  18  In that day 5 cities in Egypt will speak the language of Canaan and swear allegiance to the Lord Almighty.     19  In that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the heart of Egypt…  20  He will send them a savior and defender, and he will rescue them.      21  So the Lord will make himself known to the Egyptians, and in that day they will acknowledge the Lord…   22 They will turn to the Lord, and he will respond to their pleas and heal them.      23 In that day… the Egyptians and Assyrians will worship together.    24 In that day Israel will be the third, along with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing on the earth.  25  The LORD Almighty will bless them, saying,  ‘Blessed be Egypt my people, Assyria my handiwork.’     40:5  The glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it together.    49:6  I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.    Jer. 3:17  At that time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the Lord,  and all nations will gather in Jerusalem to honor the name of the LORD.   No longer will they follow the stubbornness of their evil hearts.  Amos 9:7 Are not you Israelites the same to me   as the Cushites, declares the Lord.      Did I not bring Israel up from Egypt, the Philistines from Caphtor, and the Arameans from Kir?      Gen. 28:14  Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth....   All peoples on earth will be blessed through you & your offspring.    (So Peter implies God brings this in stages:) Acts 3:25 (NAS) God said to Abraham, In your seed all families on earth will be blessed.      (yet) 26 For you (Jews) first, God raised up his Servant… 

Romans 5:  (Adam condemns all persons to sin)        5:12  Sin entered the world through one man, and death  through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned.   3:9 We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin.     10 As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one.   11 There is no one who seeks God.   12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one."     23  For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

(Salvation requires faith)        4:13  The promise to Abraham and his offspring…  was not through the Law, but through the righteousness that comes by faith.  (Some say “receive” in 5:17—“how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace…reign”— refers to the active choice of only some to believe.      But cf. “receive” in:) 13:2  NAS  Those who rebel will receive condemnation.      1:5  Through him we received grace and apostleship.              8:15  The Spirit you received...   (“Receive” sometimes means a passive and inescapable reception of what God provides).       

(What believers enjoy now is what “all” will have)      5:1  Since we’ve been justified (cf. 18f) through faith: we have peace with God.   2  We have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.   5  God's love has been poured into our hearts.     10  If, while we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life    11 …through whom we’ve now received reconciliation. 

(Jesus’ effect-for “all” is greater than Adam’s;  thus grace will “reign”)    5:15  The gift is not like the trespass. For if ‘the many’ died by the trespass of the one man,  how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to ‘the many’!     16 Nor can the gift of God be compared with the result of one man's sin:  The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation,  but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification.    17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ!    (18,19 then describe such an incomparable result: justification for all men.   Cf. 15’s greater grace for ‘the many’ with 18 & 19 where “all” in 18 refers to the same totality of mankind as does, “the many,” in 19)    20 The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase.   But where sin increased, grace increased all the more,   21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign! 

1 Corinthians 15  (Believers are those now alive “in Christ”)    15:23  Those who belong to him   (are the same group as:) 18 …those who’ve fallen asleep in Christ.      (But we’d be sure of little here if ‘all’ can mean ‘some’)

Cf. 22  In Adam all (or ‘some’??) die.    24  After he has destroyed all (or some?) dominion, authority and power.   25  For he must reign until he’s put all (some?) his enemies under his feet.    27 For he "has put everything (some things?) under his feet."   28 Then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything (some things?) under him, so that God may be all (some?) in all (some?).      (Notice in 28, even Jesus is “made subject,” which surely does not mean ‘forced,’  but a grand and voluntary submission.      All being  “subject” to him can mean “all,”  even when    it is not yet evident:     Cf. Hebrews 2:8   In putting everything under him,  God left nothing  that is not subject to him!            Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him       9 But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while…  so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.) 

(After Christ and believers are “made alive”(22),  the “powers” are overcome before the “end” can come)       23  But in this order: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.   24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.   25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 

(These destroyed “enemies” are spiritual forces against mankind, not lost people)  Cf. Eph. 1:21 Jesus is far above all rule and authority, power and dominion.      Rom. 8:38  Neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,  39  neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God.    2 Cor. 4:4  The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers...   (Cf. how God loves ‘enemies’ when they are human, and only ‘destroys’ our “sinful nature:”)      Rom. 5:10  While we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him (cf.5:8).     1 Cor. 5:5  Hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the sinful nature,  so that his spirit may be saved.

(So “death” also ends at last)      1 Cor. 15:26  The last enemy to be destroyed is death.    55  Where, O death, is your victory?    Where is your sting?     (These rhetorical questions imply the answer:  death now retains its’ sting “no where,”  because:)  56  The sting of death is sin.   (Sin’s removal makes sense of) 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.     (The ultimate result is:) 15:28  That God may be all in all.     Or RSV:  …everything to everyone.            CEV:  Then God will mean everything to everyone.     Amplified:  Everything to everyone, the indwelling factor of life.  

(Jesus as “first-fruits” precedes believers)       15:23  Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.   (But we are first-fruits of “all creation”)   James 1:18  He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.     Cf. Rom. 8:21 The whole creation will be… brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.    But 23: We ourselves have the firstfruits…  (Paul calls fellow Jewish believers “first-fruits” of Jews as a whole)  Rom. 11:16  If the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy...   25 Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in, 26 and in this way all Israel will be saved. 

PAGE 2:  Romans 11   (God is severe with faithless Jews)   11:7  What the people of Israel sought so earnestly  they did  not obtain.   The elect among them did, but the others were hardened,  8 as it is written: "God gave them a spirit of stupor,    eyes that could not see and ears that could not hear, to this very day."      17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in…  18 do not consider yourself to be superior…                             22  Consider therefore the kindness and sternness (or ‘severity’) of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness.    Otherwise, you also will be cut off. 

(Yet they’re not rejected)       11:1  Did God reject his people?   By no means… 2 God did not reject his people.               24  After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into a    cultivated olive tree, how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree! 

Cf. Psalm 94:14   For the LORD will not reject his people; he will never forsake his inheritance. 

Rom. 11:11  Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery?  Not at all!  Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious.    12 But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness bring!     15 For if their rejection brought reconciliation to the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?    16 If the part of the dough offered        as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches.    29 for God's gifts and his call are irrevocable.   30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience,  31 so they too have now become disobedient  in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result    of God's mercy to you.    32 For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all.           Cf. Jer. 31:34  They will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.   For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.    37 This is what the LORD says:  "Only IF the heavens above can be measured and the foundations of the earth below be searched out  will I reject all the descendants of Israel because of all they have done." 

(The glorious mystery result)       Rom.  11:24  …how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into          their own olive tree!  25 I don’t want you ignorant of this mystery, so that you may not think you are superior:  Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of Gentiles has come in,  26 and in this way all Israel will be saved.    As it is written:  “The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.     27 This is my covenant with them when I take away their sins."   (Cf. the strategy in) 10:19  I will make you envious by those who are not a nation. (“All Israel” emphasizes Jewish unbelievers)      (The context is:) 11:25  Israel has experienced a hardening in part until…  (Cf. Paul’s initial dilemma in) 9:2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish.   3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, my own race.         (11:26’s grand outcome turns his anguish to praise)   11:33  Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!    How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!     36  For from him and through him and to him are all things.     To him be the glory forever!                                                                                                                       

(Jews are “enemies,” yet chosen for mercy)  Rom. 11:28  As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your sake; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved…     31 So they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God's mercy to you.     32 For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all.        (This full universal mercy comes after Israel’s)  Cf. 11:26 with 12 & 15:   26 All Israel will be saved…  He will turn godlessness away from Jacob.    12 If their transgression means riches for the world…   how much greater riches will their fullness bring!    15 For if their rejection brought reconciliation to the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?          (I.e. Israel’s future salvation will lead the rest of the world to an even greater reconciliation than that cited in 25b:)  Israel has experienced a hardening until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. 

(Our choice matters!)                 11:22  Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you,  provided that you continue in his kindness.      Otherwise, you also will be cut off!                                      (Yet the end is glorious:)    11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!    36 For from him and through him and to Him are all things.   To him be the glory forever!    Cf .Message:  33  Have you ever come on anything quite like this extravagant generosity of God…    36  Everything ends up in him.    Always glory!   Always praise!   Yes! 

(Unbelieving Jews are objects of ‘wrath’)       9:22   What if God, although choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruction?    Cf. 11:7  What the people of Israel sought so earnestly they did not obtain.     The elect among them did, but the others were hardened,  8  as it is written: 
"God gave them a spirit of stupor…        (But we all begin as objects of wrath:)   5:12  In this way death came to all people, because all sinned… 18  One trespass resulted in condemnation for all people...    Cf. Eph. 2:3  All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.   Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath (lit.  “children of wrath”).        (Yet the Israel under wrath becomes those described as made for glory and mercy:)    Rom. 9:23   What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory…   (Yet cf:)   11:11  Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery?     Not at all!                      28  …they are loved   31 …so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy…  

(Love and ‘hate’ are tools of the saving God     (Cf. the troubling) 9:13  "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."  (Paul tells us he uses puzzling language):  3:5c  I am using a human argument!    Cf. Luke 14:26  "If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother…  even life itself—such a person cannot be my disciple.   (Hebrew idiom used exaggerated comparisons to speak of placing someone (Jesus) in the priority role.   We know that putting Jesus first leads in the truest sense to loving parents even more.)       (Cf. 2 vss. in) Hosea—9:15 Because of all their wickedness in Gilgal, I hated them there.   Because  of their sinful deeds, I’ll drive them out of my house.   I will no longer love them!   Yet 14:4 assures:  "I will heal their way- wardness and love them freely, for my anger has turned away from them.    Gen. 36:1  This is the account of the family line of Esau.    2  Esau took his wives from the women of Canaan…  40  These were the chiefs descended from Esau, by name, according to their clans… 41 These were the chiefs of Edom… This was Esau father of the Edomites.    (Why does God use a full chapter to detail Esau’s family?     Because they’re part of His beloved offspring, not so we’ll know who He’s forever ‘hated’ & rejected)   Cf. 33:10  (finding God’s grace in Esau, Jacob says:)  To see your face is like seeing the face of God. 

 (Paul explains what God’s puzzling actions mean:)  Rom  9:15  "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion."    16 Therefore, it does not depend on human will or effort, but on God's mercy. 

(His focus is not on God’s freedom to reject, but that no limit can be put on his mercy.      Thus 11-14 shows God can even promise grace to Jacob, “before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad.”   But the vs. he quotes emphasizes only God’s generous right to unrestricted mercy:)   Exodus 33:19   The LORD said,  "I will cause all my goodness to pass before you… I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 

(God’s choices as sovereign Potter with the roles we have as clay do appear arbitrary and unfair: Cf. 9:18-21.    But Paul knows His choice to elect some to be in the line of patriarchs does not mean they are accepted,  but the others are rejected.  Even with the first man he elects, the whole point is to save all the rest of us:)  Gal. 3:8  Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: "All nations will be blessed through you." 

All tears will end.   Rev. 21:4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning or crying.   

Cf. 22:3 No longer will there be any curse.   (Paul & Jesus show that the fate of others we love determines our tears or joy:)  Phil. 2:27  Indeed Epaphroditus was ill, and almost died.    But God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow.   Luke 19:41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it  42 and said, "If you had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes.”     (The great command means others’ destiny is as vital to us as our own:)   Matt. 22:39   'Love your neighbor as yourself.'   (God won’t preserve joy by hiding the truth of hell’s reality:)      Jn. 8:32  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 

Colossians 1:20  …through Him to reconcile to himself all things,  whether things on earth or things in heaven,               by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.     Cf. 18b …so that in everything He might have the supremacy.      (“All things” are broadly defined as:)  16 All things that were created…  through Him and for Him.                                  (A benefit of being “reconciled” is:)    22  He has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death  to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—      (We know the cross’s ‘peace’ belongs to ‘’reconciled’ believers:)   Rom.5:1  Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God.   11 …through whom we have now received reconciliation.    (Surely our compassionate Savior who came to redeem the sinful ‘world’ will be “satisfied” with what the work of his cross brings: cf.)  Isaiah 53:11  After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied;             by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 

Eph. 1:10 NIV …when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.      Cf. ESV & RSV:   unite all things in him;    NRSV:  gather up all things in Him;  NCV: all things in heaven and on earth joined together in Christ as the head;    CEV: Christ will bring together everything in heaven and on earth;    Youngs Literal:  bring into one the whole in Christ;   NAS:  summing up all things in Christ.  (Cf. the same verb in)  Rom. 13:9  All the commandments are summed up in this one command:  "Love your neighbor as yourself."

Rom. 8:19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope    21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth  up to the present time.    23  Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly...   Cf. Isa. 11:6 The wolf will live with the lamb… 8 Infants will play near the hole of the cobra; young children will put their hands into the viper's nest.  9 They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.    10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him.     Cf. Acts 3:21 …until the time comes for God to restore everything,  as he promised long ago through his holy prophets.     NAS …until the period of restoration of all things;     NLT:  for the final restoration of al things.          (Mankind groans most over Rom. 8:20,22’s frustration)    Eccl. 1:2   Futility of futilities!    Everything is futile.   3 What does a man gain for all his efforts he labors at under the sun?    (Man especially needs such restored glory)  Rom. 3:23  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

Philippians 2:10  NAS    At the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.     (Cf. how the same word, ‘confess’, is used elsewhere:)   Heb. 13:15  Let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly confess (NAS: give thanks to) his name.   Rom. 15:9  Therefore I will praise (=confess) you among the Gentiles; I will sing the praises of your name.      1 Tim. 6:12  Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession.   Matt. 11:25 NAS  I praise (lit. confess to) You, that You have revealed these things to infants.   Rev. 3:5  I will confess his name before My Father.     (Cf. this scene:) Rev. 5:13 Then I heard every creature in heaven & on earth & under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying:  "To the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever!"     (Cf. the text cited) Isa. 45:23 NAS To Me every knee will bow, every tongue will swear allegiance.  24 They will say of me, Only in the Lord are righteousness & strength .      Men will come to Him, and all who were angry at Him will be put to shame.  1 Cor. 12:3 (assures:) No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit.  (Sincere truth brings God ‘glory’) Cf. Psalm 51:6  You desire truth in the innermost being.      (God gets glory even when He makes it happen; cf:) Phil. 2:13  For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.    Rom. 10:9 (promises:) If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

What about ‘Hell’ and judgment?  (It’s clear:) Heb. 9:27 Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment!

2 Cor. 5:10   For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that everyone may receive what is due them for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.       Acts 17:31  For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed.      1 Peter 4:17  For it is time for judgment to begin with God's household;               and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?   

(But Jesus’ description of future judgment is not equal for all:  e.g. identical final separation from God,  but adjusts to how we fail to recognize him, until our ‘debt’ is made right:) Matt. 18:34 His master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he pays back all he owed.  35  This is how my Father will treat you unless you forgive a brother from your heart.   Cf. 7:2   For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged,  and with the measure you use,  it will be measured to you.         Luke 12:59  I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.   47 The servant who knows the master's will and does not do what the master wants will be beaten with many blows. 48 But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows.      10:12  I tell you, it’ll be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.   13 Woe to you, Bethsaida!    For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago. 14 But it will be more bearable for Tyre & Sidon at the judgment than for you.   20:47  They devour widows' houses and for a show make lengthy prayers.      These men will be punished most severely.   Hebrews 10:29  How much more severely do you think those deserve to be punished  who have trampled the Son of God underfoot, who have treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified them,  and who have insulted the Spirit of grace?    30 For we know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," and "The Lord will judge his people." 

(His Gospel pursues even the dead)       1 Pet. 3:18  For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous…   He was put to death in the body but made alive in the spirit.    19 In that state he went and made proclamation (a verb used  regularly for “preaching” the Gospel)  to the imprisoned spirits—  20  to those who were disobedient long ago  when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.    (Context?  Encouraging evangelizing  enemies-3:16f!)         4:6  For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to human standards in regard to the body (i.e. sin brings them physical death), but live (i.e. eternally) according to God in regard to the spirit.       Cf. 1 Cor. 15:29  If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized for them?     Rev. 1:18  I am the Living One;  I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever!     And I hold the keys of death and Hades!  (His pursuing love won’t change)      Heb. 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.    Luke 15:4 Doesn't he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?   8 "Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one.    Doesn't she light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully  until she finds it?  

PAGE 3 (Jesus emphasized hell’s sober symbol of fire to the religious)  Mk.  9:42 If anyone causes one of these little ones  to stumble,  it would be better for them if a large millstone were hung around their neck  and they were thrown into the sea!  43-44  If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off.     It is better for you to enter life maimed  than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out…    47 And if your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out.    It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye  than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell,   48 where 'their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.'    49 Everyone will be SALTed with FIRE.      Matthew 5:22  But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment.     Anyone who says to a brother, 'Raca, ' is answerable to the ‘Sanhedrin.’     Anyone who says, “You fool!” will be in danger of the fire of hell.     23 Thus, if you remember that your brother has something against you,  24 leave your gift there in front of the altar.     First go and be reconciled to that person.     25  Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court…  or your adversary may hand you over to the judge… and you may be thrown into prison.    26 Truly I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.    28 Anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out.    30 And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off.    It is better for you to lose one part, than for your whole body to go into hell.      23:15  Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!   You travel over land and sea to win a single convert,  and then you make that convert twice as much a child of hell as you are.  17  You blind ‘fools’  (So is Jesus literal in 5:22 above?)…  33  "You snakes!   How will you escape being condemned to hell?      37 O Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you,  how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing.  38 Look, your house is left to you desolate.     39 For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say,  'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'    Luke 12:1  Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees.   2 There is nothing hidden that will not be made known… 4  I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body.   5  Fear him who, after your body has been killed, has authority to throw you into hell.    6 (yet) Are not 5 sparrows sold for 2 pennies?   Yet not one of them is forgotten by God.  7 Even the hairs of your head are all numbered.   (So bottomline:)  Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.                            

      Luke 16:19  There was a rich man who was dressed in purple & fine linen and lived in luxury every day.  20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores  21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table.     Even the dogs came and licked his sores.   22  When the beggar died, the angels carried him to Abraham's side.    The rich man also died.      23 In ‘Hades’ (Gk.), where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away.     24 So he called, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.'     25  But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony.      26 Besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.'    27  He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family.   28 Let him warn them…  29 Abraham replied, 'They have Moses & the Prophets; let them listen to them.'   30 " 'No,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.'     31 He said , 'If they do not listen to the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'             (“Hades,” the interim location of the dead, is not “hell”: Gehenna, nor the final place of judgment.   This  parable  is not meant to spell out the actual, or permanent,  location of the dead,  as if our final destiny will literally be a balcony seat in Jewish folklore’s bosom of Abraham, adjacent to a huge fire!       Its’ point was to warn rich Pharisees that at death-Hades, severe judgment is for those ignoring Jesus and his care for the poor.  They can’t unrepentantly blame this on  too little evidence(30).      Their rejection of Moses’ already clear call to help the poor  shows they still need a changed heart.     (The audience addressed is made clear:) 14  The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus.     15 He said to them,  "You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of others,  but God knows your hearts. 

(Fire and salt both symbolized hell’s purification;  see above:)   Mark 9:49!    Cf. Mal. 3:2  But who can endure… For He will be like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap.   3  He will refine them…   Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness.    Zech. 13:9  This third I will bring into the fire; I will refine them like silver.  They will call on my name & I will say, 'They are my people,’ and they will say, 'The LORD is our God.'    Isa. 1:25  I will thoroughly purge away your dross & remove all your impurities.  31 The mighty man will become tinder & his work a spark; both will burn together, with no one to quench the fire.    4:4 The Lord will wash away the filth of the women of Zion; he will cleanse the bloodstains from Jerusalem by a spirit of judgment and a spirit of fire.   33:14  The sinners in Zion are terrified; trembling grips the godless:     “Who of us can dwell with the consuming fire?     Who of us can dwell with everlasting burning?”          15 Those (can) who walk righteously and speak what is right…   48:10  I have refined you… in the furnace of affliction. 

(Over and over, in Jesus’ Bible—the Old Testament—judgment was to correct and restore)        Jeremiah 3:12    Return, faithless Israel, declares the Lord.    I will frown on you no longer, for I am merciful;  I will not be angry forever.    13 Only acknowledge your guilt— you have rebelled against the LORD your God, and have not obeyed me.     22  Return, faithless people; I will cure you of backsliding…  “Yes, we will come to you, for you are the LORD our God.”     9:6 You live in the midst of deception; in their deceit they refuse to acknowledge me.      7 Therefore this is what the LORD Almighty says:     "I will refine and test them, for what else can I do because of the sin of my people?”     48:1 Concerning Moab:  The God of Israel, says, "Woe to Nebo, for it will be ruined… the stronghold will be disgraced and shattered… 4 Moab will be broken; her little ones will cry out…  7 Since you trust in your deeds and riches, you too will be taken captive.     8  Not a town will escape.   The valley will be destroyed.      9 Put salt on Moab, for she will be laid waste…   11  Moab has been at rest from youth, like wine left on its dregs, not poured from one jar to another— she has not gone into exile.     So her aroma is unchanged.     12 But I will send people who pour from jars, and they will pour her out; they will empty her jars and smash her jugs.     13 Then Moab will be ashamed of Chemosh,  as the house of Israel was ashamed when they trusted in Bethel…  21 Judgment has come… 26  Make her drunk, for she has defied the Lord.   Let Moab wallow in her vomit… 30 I know her insolence but it is futile…   35 In Moab I will put an end to those who make offerings to their gods…   38 There is nothing but mourning, for I have broken Moab…   44  Whoever flees from the terror will fall into a pit… 45  for a fire has gone out from Heshbon, a blaze from the midst of Sihon; it burns the foreheads of Moab, the skulls of the noisy boasters.   46 Woe to you, Moab!      The people of Chemosh are destroyed…     47 YET I will restore the fortunes of Moab in days to come, declares the LORD.  Here ends the judgment on Moab.     Jer. 49:1 Concerning the Ammonites:  2 it will become a mound of ruins, and its surrounding villages will be set on fire…   5  I will bring terror on you …   Every one of you will be driven away, and no one will gather the fugitives.   6  Yet afterward, I will restore the fortunes of the Ammonites…   4 This is the word of the LORD  concerning Elam:  37 I will shatter Elam before their foes, I will bring disaster on them, even my fierce anger.  I will pursue them with the sword until I have made an end of them…   39 Yet I will restore the fortunes of Elam…

Isaiah 26:9  When your judgments come on the earth, the people of the world learn righteousness.    28:28 Grain must be ground to make bread; so one does not  thresh it forever.      29 All this comes from the LORD Almighty, whose wisdom is magnificent.     51:17 Awake!   You who have drunk from the hand of the Lord the cup of his wrath, you who have drained to its dregs the goblet that makes people stagger.      22 This is what your Sovereign Lord says, your God, who defends his people:   See, I have taken out of your hand the cup that made you stagger;  from that cup, the goblet of my wrath, you will never drink again.    57:16 I won’t accuse them forever, nor will I always be angry, for then they would faint away because of me— the very people I have created.   17 I was enraged by their sinful greed;  I punished them, and hid my face in anger, yet they kept on in their willful ways.   18 But I will heal them;  I will guide them and restore comfort to them.          

Ezekiel 16: 2    Son of man,  confront Jerusalem with her detestable practices...     26 You engaged in prostitution with the Egyptian and aroused my anger.    27 So I stretched out my hand against you...    38 I will sentence you to the punishment of women who commit adultery.    I will bring on you the blood vengeance of my wrath and jealous anger.    41 I will put a stop to your prostitution, and you will no longer pay your lovers.     42 Then my wrath against you will subside.     49  Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom:   She was arrogant, overfed and unconcerned;  they did not help the poor and needy.   50 Therefore I did away with them.  51 You have done more detestable things than they…   53  However, I will restore the fortunes of Sodom & her daughters and of Samaria & her daughters, and your fortunes along with them…   55 Sodom and Samaria, will return to what they were before;  and you & your daughters will return to what you were before…    59  This is what the Sovereign Lord says:  I will deal with you as you deserve,  because you have despised my oath by breaking the covenant.     60  Yet I will remember the covenant I made with you,  and I will establish an everlasting covenant with you. 

Lev. 26:15   If you fail to carry out all my commands and so violate my covenant, 16 then I will bring on you sudden terror, wasting diseases and fever that will destroy your sight and sap your strength.    17 I will set my face against you so that you will be defeated by your enemies.    18 If after all this you will not listen to me, I will punish you for your sins 7 times over. 19  I will break down your stubborn pride…   21  If you remain hostile toward me and refuse to listen to me, I will multiply your afflictions seven times over, as your sins deserve…  23  If in spite of these things you do not accept my correction but continue to be hostile toward me, 24 I myself will be hostile toward you and will afflict you… 26 You will eat, but you will not be satisfied...  33 I will scatter you and will draw out my sword and pursue you.    Your cities will lie in ruins...   38 You will perish among the nations; the land of your enemies will devour you…      40  But if they will confess their sins and the sins of their ancestors—their unfaithfulness and their hostility toward me,   41 which made me hostile toward them so that I sent them into the land of their enemies, then when their uncircumcised hearts are humbled, I will remember my covenant.   43  They will pay for their sins because they rejected my laws.      44  Yet in spite of this, when they are in the land of their enemies,  I will not reject them or abhor them so as to destroy them completely…    45 But for their sake I will remember the covenant… to be their God.    I am the LORD.      (Recalling that God loves the whole world, notice how love applies to us:)  Hebrews 12:6  The Lord disciplines those he loves…  (So)  7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children…   8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate children at all…  10  God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.   11 Later on, it produces a harvest of righteousness. 

(Hell is too severe to sanely choose it forever)      Matt. 13:42  They will throw them into the blazing furnace,              where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.     Rev. 6:16  They called to the mountains and the rocks,               "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!  

(Judgment restores by harsh ‘destruction’ of our sinful nature)        1 Corinthians 5:5  Hand this man over to Satan for 

the destruction of the sinful nature  so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord!     Cf. 3:15  If it is burned up, 

the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—though as one escaping through the flames.     1 Tim. 1:20  Among them is Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme!    Cf. Rom. 6:6  We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.    Hosea 13:9 You are destroyed, Israel, because you are against your Helper.  (But cf.) 14:4  I will heal their waywardness and love them freely,  for my anger has turned away from them. 

(“Eternal” makes hell appear endless in 2 texts:)    Matthew 25:31 "When the Son of Man comes... 32 All the nations will be gathered before him,  and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 34  The King will say to those on his right,  'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance.    35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was a stranger and you invited me in.  36 You clothed me;  I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'   37  Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you…?'     40  The King will reply,  'Truly, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'       41 Then he will say to those on his left,  'Depart from me, you who are cursed,  into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.    42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing.      43 …you did not look after me.'      44  They also will answer,  'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger…?'     45  He will reply, 'Whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.'            46  Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."   (This story isn’t to explain we are saved by works, not faith,  nor how long  punishment is;  its clear point is God will deal with us in accord with whether we follow Jesus’ teaching to care for others.) 

1 Thessalonians 1:6 God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7 & give relief to you who are troubled.    This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire.   8 He will punish those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord.  9 They will be punished with eternal destruction (and shut out) from His presence.   (“and shut out” is not in the original Gk.   In accord with 7,  it literally says that “destruction” comes “from” being in Jesus’ fiery presence).    Heb. 6:5  We have “tasted the powers…  of the coming age”   (“age” is the noun form of the adjective, “eternal”).          Cf. Rom. 1:20  God's everlasting (aidios,  not aioniois—‘ eternal’)  power and divine nature have been clearly seen. 

(“Eternal” can be limited in time)   Rom. 16:25  The revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past (lit: “eternal” times) 26 is now revealed…  Cf. Col. 1:26  the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages (aionon) and generations, but is now disclosed.      Jonah 2:6  The earth beneath barred me in forever.     But you, LORD, brought my life up from the pit.        (“Forever” can last until God restores)   Jer. 17:4 You have kindled my anger, and it will burn forever.   27 If you do not obey me to keep the Sabbath day holy by not carrying any load…   then I will kindle an unquenchable fire in Jerusalem.   25:9  I will completely destroy them and make them an object of horror and scorn, and an everlasting ruin.   (But cf.) 30:24  The fierce anger of the Lord will not turn back until he fully accomplishes the purposes of his heart.    31:31  The days are coming, when I will make a new covenant with Israel…    33  I will put my law in their minds  and write it on their hearts.   34  No longer will they teach their neighbors… because they will all know me… For I will remember their sins no more… 37  Only if the heavens above can be measured…  will I reject all the descendants of Israel  because of all they have done.       Cf. Isaiah  32:14  The fortress will…  become a wasteland forever, 15  until the Spirit is poured on us from on high...        

(Even Sodom’s judgment—the model for all ungodly— is redeemed)          2 Peter 2:6  He condemned the cities of      Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly…        Ezek. 16:53  However, I will restore the fortunes of Sodom… and your fortunes along with them…  55 And your sisters, Sodom and Samaria, will return to what they were before.     Cf. Heb. 9:12  He entered the Most Holy Place once for all  by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal ‘redemption.’   (eternal = not how long redemption takes, but its divine quality)             John 17:3  This is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ. (I.e. it’s a quality of life, even now)

Revelation  (Judgment comes to the deceived)    12:9  The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent           called Satan, who leads the whole world astray.    18:23  By your magic spell all the nations were led astray.                       23:3  He threw him into the Abyss, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore...   8  He will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth…  10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur. 

(But they can later enter the Holy City:)     19:7  The wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.  19  Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse.     21:5  He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!"    24  The nations will walk by its’ light,  and the kings of the earth (cf. 19:19)  will bring their splendor into it.     25 On no day will its gates ever be shut.   26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it.   27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful.       22:2  In the city,  on each side of the river stood the tree of life...  and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.    14  Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.    15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.  (Yet) 17 The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!"      And let those who hear say, "Come!"     Let those who are thirsty come;  and take the free gift of the water of life.            Cf. Zeph. 3:8  I have decided to assemble the nations, and to pour out my wrath on them— 
all my fierce anger.   The whole world will be consumed by the fire of my jealous anger.   9  Then I will purify the lips   of the peoples,  that all of them may call on the name of the LORD  and serve him shoulder to shoulder. 

(“Fire” will destroy “death,” since it regularly purifies ‘sin,’ which produces ‘death’)   Rev. 20:14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire… which is the second death.      Cf. Rom. 5:12   Sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned.  (Also 5:14-18; 6:16,21,23; 7:5,13; etc.) 

(Cf. this  procedure:)   1 Cor.  3:13  Their work…will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person's work.   14 If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward.     15 If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—as one escaping through the flames.     Cf. 15:26  The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

(In the end all will praise God)    Rev. 5:13  Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and      on the sea, saying:  "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb  be praise and honor and glory and power,  for ever!"    15:4   Who will not fear you, Lord, and bring glory to your name?     For you alone are holy.    All nations will come and worship before you.    (Yet cf. what precedes such victory:)  14:8   Fallen is Babylon, which made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries… 10 They will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath.    They will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb!   11 The smoke of their torment will rise for ever and ever.    There will be no rest day or night for those who worship the beast. 

God Loves (even ‘enemies’)  1 John 4:8  God is love.  16  We know and rely on the love God has for us.  God is love… 18  There is no fear in love.  But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment.  The one who fears is not made perfect in love.   Cf. 1:5 God is light; (so it follows that) in him there is no darkness at all.   John 3:16  For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son...     17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world.   Rom. 5:8  God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us…  10  While we were God's enemies,  we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son!       8:34   Who then can condemn?    No one.    Christ Jesus who died… is interceding for us.    35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?…   38  I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,  39 nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus. 

(Love won’t stop!)  1 Cor. 13:4 Love is patient and kind... 5 It is not self-seeking, it keeps no record of wrongs... 7 It always protects, always hopes, always perseveres.  8 Love never fails.   1 Tim. 1:16  I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ might display his unlimited patience...     Psalm 30:5 For his anger lasts only a moment…    78:34 When ever God slew them, they would seek him...  36 but then they would flatter him with their mouths.  37 Their hearts were not loyal to him…    38 Yet he was merciful;  he forgave their iniquities and did not destroy them.     Time after time he did not stir up his full wrath.   39 He remembered that they were but flesh….    89:2  Your love stands firm forever.    103:8   The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  9 He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever;  10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.    145:8 The Lord… rich in love… 9  has compassion on all he has made.     10  All you have made will praise you… (as well as) your saints. 

(God pursues salvation for all)            2 Peter 3:9  The Lord is… patient with you,  not willing that (KJV)                 anyone perish, but everyone come to repentance.  15  Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation...                                         (He atoned for everyone’s sins)           2:1 There were false prophets… denying the sovereign Lord who bought them...              1 Tim. 2:4  He wants all people to be saved & to come to a knowledge of the truth.  1 John 2:2  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins,  and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.     4:14  The Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.      (Is He only potentially, or actually such a Savior?)      1 Tim. 2:6  Jesus gave himself as a ransom for all people.     Hebrews 2:9  He suffered death,  so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.                     Jn. 1:29  Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!    2 Cor. 5:14  Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all,  and therefore all died…    19  God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,                not counting people's sins against them.     Titus 2:11 NAS  The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men. 

(His wrath is temporary)  Lam. 3:22  Because of the Lord's great love we’re not consumed, for his compassions never fail.    31  For the LORD will not reject forever.    32  For if He causes grief,  then He will have compassion according to His abundant lovingkindness.  33  For He does not afflict willingly.     Jer. 30:24 The fierce anger of the Lord will not turn back  until he fully accomplishes the purposes of his heart.      31:3   The LORD said:  I have loved you with an everlasting love;  I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.   4 I will build you up again…  31  I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel…  33 I will put my law in their minds.     34  They will all know me.     I will remember their sins no more.        32:37  I will surely gather them from all the lands where I banish them in my great wrath…  38  They will be my people, and I will be their God.      39  I will give them singleness of heart and action, so that they will always fear me.                     40  I will make an everlasting covenant with them:  I will never stop doing good to them, & I will inspire them to fear me, so that they will never turn away from me.    Isa. 54:8    In a surge of anger I hid my face from you for a moment, but with everlasting kindness I will have compassion on you.    Hosea 11:9  I will not carry out my fierce anger.     (The reason?)    For I am God, and not a human being— the Holy One.    Micah 7:18  Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance?    You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.    19 You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. 

God has all Power (to accomplish His goals:)  Eph. 1:11  In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will. (Cf. what this takes in) 2:5 He made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.   Cf. Job 42:2  I know that you can do all things;  no purpose (plan) of yours can be thwarted.                             Isa. 46:10  “My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.”     11  What I have said, that I will bring about..    55:11  My word that goes out from my mouth will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.       Cf. Phil. 3:21  By the power that enables Him to bring everything under his control...                Luke 18:26  "Who then can be saved?"    27 Jesus replied, "What is impossible with human beings is possible with God."                    (And what is the purpose He is able to achieve?)      19:10  The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.         Cf. Jeremiah 32:27   I am the LORD, the God of the whole human race.    Is anything too hard for me?                                       

(It depends not on our will)    Rom. 9:16  It does not depend on human desire (NAS: the man who wills) or effort, but on God's mercy.  (The reason this is necessary is) 3:10 There is no one righteous…11 there is no one who seeks God. 

Col. 2:13  When you were dead in your sins & the uncircumcision of your sinful nature,  God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins.      Acts 13:4  All who were appointed for eternal life believed.      John 1:13 NAS (Salvation  rests in being:) “born, not of…  the will of man, but of God.”        6:37  All whom the Father gives me will come to me.             15:16  You did not choose me,  but I chose you and appointed you.     12:31  “The prince of this world will be driven out. 32  When I am lifted up from the earth,  I will draw all people to myself.”   (Cf. “draw”  = “drag”  in):   6:44  No one    can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them.     21:11  Peter dragged (same word) the net ashore.                                  Acts 16:19  They seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. 

(God can mold our will)           Prov. 21:1  In the LORD's hand the king's heart is a channel of water                   that He directs where ever he pleases.      16:9  A man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps.                                         19:21  Many are the plans in a man's heart,  but it is the LORD's purpose that prevails.     Cf. Ezek. 36:26  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you;  I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.   27  And I will put my Spirit in you & move you to follow my decrees.     (Jesus warns:)  Matt. 22:29 You are in error because you  do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.     1 John 3:8  The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.      Hebrews 2:14  He shared in our humanity so that by his death he might destroy him              who holds the power of death  15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.   

1 Tim. 4:10  God is the Savior of all men,  and especially of those who believe.   (Savior entails more than this life; cf:) 4:8 Godliness has value, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.     2:3 God our Savior  4  wants  all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.      5 For there is one mediator between God and men,  6 who gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time.    (“Especially” never means the blessing  does not also apply to the others— cf:)   5:8  If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith.        5:17  The elders are worthy of double honor,  especially those whose work is teaching.   (But a big difference is in believers’ present exhibition of salvation:)  Cf.  4:12  Set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love...    15  so that everyone may see your progress…   16  and you will save both yourself and your hearers.

PAGE 4   (God’s people tend to restrict his saving mercy!)    Jonah 4:1  To Jonah this (Nineveh’s ‘salvation’) seemed very wrong, and he became angry.   2 This is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish.    I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity.     3  It is better for me to die than to live.   4 But the Lord replied, "Is it right for you to be angry?"      Luke 4:26   “Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them (God’s people Israel),  but to a widow in Sidon.      27  And there were many in Israel with leprosy…   yet not one  of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian."    28  All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this.     15:1  The tax collectors & sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus.   2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them."      9:50   "Whoever is not against you is for you."   52 He sent messengers into a Samaritan village  53 but the people there did not welcome him.     54 When the disciples saw this, they asked, "Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?"      55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them!     Mark 11:17  He said, Is it not written: 'My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations'?    But you have made it     a den of robbers.      18  The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill him.    (Conclusion of parable of the workers:) Matt. 20:15 Are you envious because I am generous?   19:25  The disciples asked, "Who then can be saved?"      26 Jesus said,  "With human beings this is impossible,  but with God all things are possible."    Acts 22:21   The Lord said to me,  “I will send you to the Gentiles.”     22 The crowd listened to Paul until he said this.      Then they shouted, "Rid the earth of him!   He's not fit to live!"   10:28  Peter said: "You are well aware that it is against our Law for a Jew to associate with Gentiles.     But God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or unclean!”  

(Even life beyond death was faint in the Old Testament)       Psalm 6:5  Among the dead no one proclaims your name.     Who praises you from the grave?     143:3  The enemy crushes me & makes me dwell in the darkness like those long dead.       Eccl. 9:2  All share a common destiny, the righteous and the wicked.   10 In the realm of the dead, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.     Isa. 38:18 The grave cannot praise you…  those who go down to the pit cannot hope for your faithfulness.  (On God’s dealings beyond death, cf.) Jn. 16:12 I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.  13 But when the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth…and tell you what is yet to come.         

(It’s subtle, but Jesus infers our hope from God’s gracious nature:)     Luke 20:27   The Sadducees (because of Scripture’s silence)  say there is no resurrection...     37 Jesus replied,  “Even Moses showed that the dead rise,  for he calls the Lord      'the God of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob.'       38 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive."       Cf. Rom. 14:9  For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life  so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and    the living…    (The result is:) 11 'As surely as I live, every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.'   

(God-like love is unconditional)        Luke 6:27  I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who mistreat you.    31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.    32  If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?   Even sinners love those who love them.   33  If you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that?   35  But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back.      Then you will be children of the Most High  (I.e.  you will share in God’s nature), because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.         36 Be merciful,  just as your Father is merciful.    37  Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.    Forgive, and you will be forgiven.     Matt. 5:38  You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.'     39 But I tell you, do not resist an evil person.     If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other also.    18:21 Then Peter asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive someone who sins against me?   Up to seven times?    22 Jesus said, Not 7 times, but 7 x 70! 

(Mercy and grace are ultimate)       James 2:13  Mercy triumphs over judgment.   John 8:11  Neither do I condemn you, Jesus declared.  Go now and leave your life of sin.      Matthew 9:11  The Pharisees asked,  Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?    12  Jesus said,  It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.    13 But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.'      11:19  The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners."      20:1  For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner…    13  "I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you.      15  Don't I have the right to do what I want ?         Or are you envious because I am generous?"   Eph. 2:8  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is  not from yourselves, it is the gift of God   9…so that no one can boast.       Matt. 5:44   But I tell you, love your enemies…  45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven.   He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.    46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get?     47  Do not even pagans do that?    48  Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.    (I.e. perfect means to be merciful to all,    like God is)     Cf. Rom. 12:21  Don’t be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Matt. 18:14  Your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should perish.       Luke 23:34  Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing."   1 Tim. 1:13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.    (Unbelief & ignorance of  truth are reasons for mercy! Cf. Acts 3:17; Lk. 19:42; Ps. 78:38f; 103:13f)   Luke 15:4  Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep 

and loses one of them.      Doesn't he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?   

8 Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one.     Doesn't she light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?      20  While he was still a long way off, his father saw him  and was filled with compassion for him;       he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  (This immediate grace even comes to the more unrepentant older brother:)   31  “My son,” the father said, “you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.” 

(God is like  a superior Papa)        Matt. 6:26   Look at the birds;  they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.      Are you not much more valuable than they?         7:11  If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,  how much more will your Father in heaven  give good gifts to those who ask him!     10:30  Even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.   31 So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.     23:1  Jesus said to the crowds (as well as his disciples)…  9 Do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one Father.     (Cf. Paul’s affirmation to pagans:)  Acts 17:28 NAS   For in God we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said,  'For we also are His children.'     29  Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver.     Isa. 64:8  Yet you, Lord, are our Father.    We are the clay, you are the potter;  we are all the work of your hand.      (We can’t ignore our God-given conscience and deep sense of what a loving parent is like:)   Rom. 2:15  The requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness. 

(Jesus’ supreme guideline is love)     Matthew 22:39  …‘Love your neighbor as yourself.'    40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.   Jn. 13:35  By this everyone will know (or not know?) that you are my disciples, if you love one another." (Cf. 17:20-26)      Rom. 2:11  For God does not show favoritism (or partiality; Cf. Acts 10:34; Deut. 10:17). 

