Jesus and creation
God, in the beginning, inhabits eternity, outside the time-space continuum, before the universe was created. God is Spirit, that is, matter has yet to exist. So it would be hard-pressed to imagine what form God takes. But we also have to imagine that in eternity, God simultaneously inhabits all points of time, which is hard to conceptualize, but how else can we describe it? But we know that this Being is One. 

There is in Jewish thought a term for the process of creation, tzimtzum, as described here:

"The doctrine of tzimtzum, of God's self limitation, states that the primeval act of creation by God was not one in which the Infinite left its mysterious depths, an act of emanation from within to without, as in early Kabbalah, but that this primal step was in fact "the contraction of the Infinite from Himself to Himself," an act of self-gathering and contraction within Himself in order to create the possibility of the processes of the world....Only after this act of contraction does the Infinite turn outwards, sending a thread of the light of His essence into the primeval void created by tzimtzum, from which there emanate the sefirot. 

The process of the world is created and developed in all of its stages through the meeting of the lights or Angels that move in two opposite directions: the lights which retreat to their source and seek to return to the bosom of the Infinite, and the lights which burst forth and descend from there (histalkut ve-hitpashtut)." - Gershom Scholem (20th century Jewish philosopher)

Now I’m not trying to espouse Kabbalah here, but when you think about it, it makes sense that if the ultimate reality is God, having pre-existed before the existence of the known universe, and that He prior to this is all that was, then whatever emanated from the creation of the universe is from the very Essence of God. The kinetic force just prior to the Big Bang (or however God stretched forth His Hand) is the energy of God himself. Where else did matter and energy come from but from that Essence?

So in this ‘contraction’, God was preparing from Himself to create the universe, which coincides with the idea of the infinite singularity just before the Big Bang. This also leaves room for the idea of a contracted 10-dimensional construct. 

“In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth.”- Genesis 1:1

A simple as this statement is, it doesn’t explain how God created the heaven and the earth, just a statement of biblical fact. However, there is much to glean from analysis of the text itself.  A literal translation from the Masoretic text renders it as thus:

בראשית ברא אלהים את השמים ואת הארץ
“In (a) beginning filled God the heavens and the earth.”

So in keeping with the view that God contracted or withdrawn Himself in the act of creation, it does not imply that He created a vacuum where He is not present in the work of creation, but rather the Light was withdrawn, allowing that creation to operate in both darkness and light. God is hidden within His creation (Isaiah 45:15). 

Now before someone cries foul with accusations of pantheism, may I point out that this is further biblically supported in various places (Jeremiah 23:24, Numbers 14:21, Psalm 148:13). God fills the heavens and the earth, however, that Presence is masked. However, unlike what pantheism suggests, God is not limited in this form, though the universe is. 

The paradox here is that God is both transcendent and immanent in His creation (but this is precisely what is needed in order to make sense of the Trinitarian view, as we shall see later). We see hint of this in Genesis 1:2:

“And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.”
Once the contraction occurred, God could now operate in creating that spark of tremendous force from Himself as the Spirit moves upon the face of the waters that began the universe at the moment of the Big Bang. It is the Spirit of the Lord that will take an active part in the process within the contraction (void). 

“And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.” – Genesis 1:3

From that contraction where His Light was withdrawn, God basically breathes out as Light from the void. This is the Big Bang and thus the universe was born. Mind you, the explosive force emanating from the void creates time and space, along with matter, from the Essence of God. But this space-time-matter trifecta, as it extends outward from the singularity, creates both light and darkness.

“And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.” – Genesis 1:4

But aside from the notion of a physical divide between light and darkness, there are spiritual implications associated with it. Psalm 19:1 says,

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”
And you may recall what it says in Romans 1:20:

“For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:”
While I understand how one can draw conclusions about God’s creative powers, I have always found it peculiar that this verse suggests that we can intuit His Godhead from creation as well. I believe that creation spells out the Gospel. For if we are to believe Hebrews 8 that the priests offering gifts according to the law are “the example and shadow of heavenly things”, then it is no far stretch to believe that all of creation is a shadow of things to come. God hides in this shadow of His creation.

“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” – Psalm 91:1

You talk about why God keeps His Face hidden; it is because God is to be discovered. But that discovery is not hard to find, once you know where to look. 

“And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.” – Jeremiah 29:13

Most of the known universe is made up of empty space, but is it so empty. Scientists find that they cannot account for all the matter that should account for the universe, or the all the energy that is driving the universe to accelerate outward. So they coin the terms dark matter and dark energy as place markers for phenomena they don’t understand. Just as they don’t fully understand quantum physics or are able to come up with a unified field theory. But I believe that this is where God resides, in the hidden recesses of creation. He has confounded the wise. 

Imagine, then now, that while God inhabits the Eternal, He also inhabits the temporal universe. But that Presence is through the conduit of the Holy Spirit, acting upon time-space-matter, between that physical universe and Eternity. 

Once the universe expanded, and is currently expanding, the light is scattered abroad. The galaxies and lights are growing farther apart; hence the Light of God continues to move farther apart from the hearts of men. 

And you will notice that the world grows more corrupt, that while the light become increasingly scattered, the darkness between the light becomes more evident.

Angels are messengers of that Light. They are called light-bearers in scripture for a reason and not coincidently compared to the stars of heaven, thus the representation of God’s presence with the recesses of the vast darkness of the space-time-matter construct, point to point. 

That Satan is referred to as an angel of light is no misnomer. But as one who became too bright for his britches, which resulted in his down fall, he plunging down to earth, (that is the physical realm), taking a third of the stars with him, casting down to earth.

Thus we see the Serpent’s appearance in the garden, slithering close to the earth (the material) see this in the Garden, preparing to tempt Adam and Eve. And, incidentally, paves the way for those fallen angels (sons of God) the ability to procreate with the daughters of men in Genesis 6, whilst making Satan the god of this physical world.

In regard to Adam and Eve, they being made in the image, or shadow of God, were in a state of flux (innocence) upon creation. They were able to communicate with God in their innocent state, so long as they obeyed God, for it is with that obedience that they remained in the Light of perfect order in creation, the flesh being neutral, yea even matter being neutral. 

So the motivation of Satan is to drag Adam and Eve from this neutrality from which God set up the test of their obedience, for it is within perfect obedience that the Light dwells. What seems like disaster in the Garden was all pre-planned. Just as God allowed Satan to cause Job to experience that hardship of losing everything to test and try Job, so God allowed Satan to tempt Adam and Eve, through in Satan’s evil intent, and in a round about way it is God who brings evil (disaster) to Job (see Job 1:10, Job 2:10). (This is also the reason why there is no conflict between 2 Samuel 24 and I Chronicles 21 concerning David’s census of Israel.)

To further understand this, we need to recognize the Two Trees in the Garden. One tree is the Tree of Life, while the other is the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Keep in mind that God created (remember tzimtzum) both Trees, and proclaimed them ‘good’. Do not think that the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil is intrinsically evil, but is a neutral in that there is the potential to gain such knowledge, only because of the commandment (the only commandment, btw) which God gave to Adam prior to the temptation. 

Once that fateful decision that was made a certain autonomy was introduced in Adam. He became an independent agent, just as Satan had. AND SOMETHING PHYSICAL CHANGED. They became carnal (attuned to the physical world). And not only this, but the whole of creation changed (note the need for redemption of creation in Romans 8:21-22). To miss the significance of this point is to miss the whole process of redemption. They became ashamed in their sinful condition. And as a consequence, the mark of death (though not immediate) was upon them. The process of decay began. They became corrupt in their sinful state. And as a result would bear the physical hardships associated with the fallen state. For Adam that mean toil in the ground and briars, for the woman, pain in childbirth. As for the Serpent, he became the epitome of low, the lowest to the ground (bound to the physical earth from which he is the prince of this world).

It is within this corrupt state that the flesh lusts against the Spirit (or maybe spirit?) and the Spirit against the flesh (Gal. 5:17). And it is the reason why mere adherence to the Law will avail nothing, for there is no power in obeying the Law as long as we remain in this corrupted state.  We are powerless unto ourselves, hence the need for a Savior.

Picking back up on the issue of angels, (after that brief interlude several to talk about Satan), several important points need to be made before turning to the subject of Christ, which in patience will bear out relevance. A bearer of God’s Spirit is one of Light, but also as ministering spirits to man, wields the flames of fire,. That fire is the Spirit acting between the eternal and the temporal, drawing all men (and all things for that (literally) matter) toward Him in eternity and the process of putting on incorruption, until such a time (as if time had meaning) when God will unravel the universe and roll back and unveiled (possibly the unraveling dimensional space-time-and matter, de-contracting that which was tzimtzum from the beginning, restoring the true things of heaven that was hid in the shadows. With great power and glory, very elements will melt (brought into the primordial plasma from which they came from the Big Bang) with a fervent heat and dissolved, and a new heaven and new earth will be emerge from the regeneration, the restoration of all things. 

I’m theorizing that this will happen as a result of the quantum forces from which the dark matter and dark energy will reverse it’s influence on the expanding universe, causing it’s collapse, back into eternity of God’s Presence from whence it came from the beginning, a reversal of the big bang back into the reality of the shadow of the Perfect Spirit reconciling the world (kosmos), to Himself.

It is said that flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, tis true. Which is why that it is futile to try or rely upon ourselves to change by our own power. We must rely upon God’s Spirit, that conduit between God the Father in Eternity and the physical universe. It is not because matter is evil, (though as a consequence of the condition of the temporal, evil exists), because in that contraction of God, He allow light and darkness to coincide in the universe. But we must realize that we cannot be reconciled to God within the darkness from which matter resides, though the presence of His Hidden Light is always available and near (Acts 17:26-28). Thus the need for a Mediator.

